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Our Mission is to mobilize the Church to transform lives and communities In the Name of Christ.

Love Inc of Greater Rockford

Love Stories

Every day, as we answer the
phones, we are able to con-
nect churches who want to
help and the individuals who
need their love. Here are a
few recent stories.

Mark* called the LOVE Inc
office to thank us for the bus
tokens we had mailed

him. He was recently re-
leased from prison and said
they were very helpful.

Amy* and her husband (who
had lost his job & recently got
back to work) called and were
struggling financially. Their
children also needed

coats. Love INC was able to
connect them with two area
churches who provided a

Christmas basket of food and
gift cards. Amy was crying
when she was informed—she
said she had just found out
they made a few dollars too
much to receive food stamps.

A woman called the clearing-
house, on the advice of a
church friend. Her home was
foreclosed on and she was in
the midst of a divorce. With
no children or friends to help
her move, she called to see if
we knew of someone who
could help her get the last of
her possessions into a subsi-
dized apartment before the
deadline.

The clearinghouse called
Family Bible Fellowship and
their men’s group moved the

From the Director’s Desk

January has been a quiet
month, but in that quiet
month, over forty churches
assisted one hundred plus
families with basic needs.

The numbers tell us that
this is a great way for
churches to work in peo-
ple’s lives. Out of the two
hundred requests of the
clearinghouse, one hundred
and seventy were met. An
additional eighty-five fami-
lies were served at the IM-
AGE classes and through
Paper Angel.

But the true ministry of Love
In the Name of Christ rests

not so much on it’s ability to
give things like vouchers or
cars or food or clothing. The
true ministry of Love INC is
in the ability of the volun-
teers to start a relationship
based on our love for Je-
Sus.

woman and her possessions
on a snowy and cold January
Saturday morning. We re-
ceived a voice message from
her, in which she expressed
her gratitude. “I didn’t think
that anyone could help me.”
she said. “I thank God for you
and for that church. You were
all there when | needed you!”

*Names changed to protect
privacy.

loved us. If any one says, ‘I
love God,” yet hates his
brother, he is a liar. For
anyone who does not love
his brother, whom he has
seen, cannot love God,
whom he has not seen.
And he has given us this

command: Whoever loves

When training volunteers,
we tell them that they are
representing Jesus when
they answer the phones at

God must also love his
brother.

May God’s blessing be with

the clearinghouse. With you always.

admirable bluntness, the

apostle John in 1 John

3:19-21 puts it this way: Mary Pullicom

We love because he first
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Paper Angel at Midvale

Did you know... procure personal needs Project
Paper Angel that it is not possible to buy  each month. Coordi-
Collects and Donates: personal needs products nators,
o ftoilet paper on food stamps? To help families like this, call the office each month
each month a different with a report on the
® garbage bags Consider this true story. A church or group of churches who have served.
® laundry soap woman receiving Social churches serve by distribut-
e paper towels Security Income and a food ing much needed personal Vern said, "We give away
e deodorant stamp allotment goes re- care items with registered the paper goods, but the
peatedly to the store to families.
¢ shampoo buy items for less than a
® toothbrushes dollar. She does this in or- But the most rewarding In the lifetime of this project
e toothpaste der to generate enough result of this outreach 37 churches have served
A cash to buy toothpaste, comes from the teams 689 families with $14,390
P toilet paper and other com-  from the churches. “Wow!” in products and other items
® sanitary napkins modity items each month. said one enthusiastic teen,  through this outreach.
® facial tissues Serving with his yOUth
e denture supplies Therg are many families group. “Whep c”an I dothis  Won't you join in this effort
. just like this one in again? to demonstrate your
® household cleaning our community. B church’s commitment to our
products They receive food Volunteers Vern community? Call us today
stamps but struggle and Pat Dailing, to reserve your month of
to find the cash to our Paper Angel outreach!

Love INC Calendar & Updates

ebruary 14 ~ Salad Luncheon, Valen-

tines Day, at Alpine Lutheran Church.

Executive Director, Mary Pulliam speaking.
Luncheon starts at noon.

15 ~ Love INC at Our Masters UMC, Executive
Director, Mary Pulliam speaking

16 ~ Office closed in observance of President’s
Day

21 ~ Paper Angel at Midvale, 10 AM-noon,
Northeast Christian hosting.

22 ~ Love INC at Christ UMC, Executive Director,
Mary Pulliam speaking.

24 ~ Love INC Board meeting at Love INC of-
fices, 6:00 PM

arch 21 ~ Paper Angel at Midvale, 10
AM-noon, Washington Park Christian
hosting

21~ Vision and Volunteers, Love INC volunteer
training, 6:30 to 8PM by reservation only at the
Love INC offices. Call 282-4654 for reservations
and directions.

24 ~ Love INC Board meeting at Love INC of-
fices, 6:00 PM
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pril 9 ~ Vision and Volunteers, Love INC

volunteer training, 10-11:30 AM by reser-

vation only at the Love INC offices (5375
Pebble Creek Trail, Rockford). Call 282-4654 for
reservations and directions.

10~ Office closed in observance of Good Friday.

18 ~ Paper Angel at Midvale, 10 AM-noon, One in
Christ hosting

28 ~ Love INC Board meeting at Love INC of-
fices, 6:00 PM. 8

Vision & Volunteers "Think of ways to-

Do you want to know more about Love INC? Join Wag’?/ one
us at the Love INC office for one of our ‘Vision & Mloﬂw t
Volunteers’ presentations. o

Throughout the year, Love INC holds informal O‘Mrtbwm Of
sessions where we present the vision of Love in

the Name of Christ and current volunteer loO‘V@ aMd/ g'OOd
opportunities. 1 1 "

Space is limited. Please call H d)-re/\,u )% 1 O_'z L[-

815-282-4654 to reserve

your spot. ( N LT)




News and Notes

Volunteer Event

Last year Love INC held its
first Volunteer Event. It was
so much fun, we will be
holding it again this year!
We like to honor volunteers
from your church who have
contributed to the work of
Love INC. We will be con-
tacting your church in mid-
March asking for the names
and addresses of the volun-
teers from your congrega-
tion who would like to at-
tend. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the
Love INC office.

When is Love INC open?
The Love INC Clearing-
house phones are open 9—
11:30 AM and 12:30—3:00
PM, Monday through Friday.
These are the hours that

volunteers answer the
phones from people looking
for help. Office hours are
from 8 until 3PM. We are
closed for National holidays.

The voice mail message will
reflect any changes or al-
terations to our schedules. If
in doubt please leave a
message . We return voice
mail the next business day.

Love INC Business Cards
Business-sized cards have
been printed with Love
INC's clearinghouse infor-
mation. We would be glad to
share them with our
churches. Call the office to
find out how to get a stack
for your church.

Love INC Partner Churches

Alpine Lutheran

Beth Eden United
Methodist

Bethany Presbyterian
Bethesda Covenant
Broadway Covenant
Brooke Road United
Methodist

Calvary Lutheran
Central Christian
Chapelwood Community
Christ United Methodist
Church of the Holy Spirit
Concordia Lutheran
Cornerstone Foursquare of
Durand

Court Street United
Methodist

Creekwood Baptist
Crossroads Christian
Durand United Methodist
Evans United Methodist
Evergreen Covenant
Faith Community

Family Bible Fellowship
First Apostolic of South
Rockford

First Baptist of Machesney
Park

First Evangelical Covenant
First Evangelical Free
First Presbyterian
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T  Forest City Baptist
Forest Hills Evangelical
Free

Gateway Community
Gentle Shepherd
Fellowship

Grace Lutheran

Greater Emmanuel
Pentecostal

Harlem United Methodist
Heartland Community
Holy Family Catholic
Kilburn Avenue United
Brethren

Life Church of Roscoe
Living Word

Lutheran Church of the
Good Shepherd
Maywood Evangelical Free
Mosaic Rockford

Mount Olive Lutheran
New Life Family Worship
New Zion Baptist

North Park Covenant
Northeast Christian

One in Christ

Our Savior's Lutheran
Poplar Grove UMC
Prince of Peace Lutheran
Redeemer Lutheran
River Valley Community
Riverside Assembly of God
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Updated Signs

Signs are available for
churches to let them know
help is available through
Love INC. The sign reads,
“Our church helps people in
need through Love INC.
Call the community clear-
inghouse, Monday-Friday,
9:00-11:30 AM and 12:30—
3:00 PM. 815-282-4384".
The signis in color. Itis
available to be emailed to
you (MS Publisher file), or
we can send some via the
US Postal Service. Call
815-282-4384 or email
beth@loveincrockford.com

Riverside Community
Rockford First Assembly of
God

Rock Church

Second Congregational

Shepherd of the Valley
Lutheran

Shiloh Evangelical Free
Soul’s Harbor

St. Anskar’s Episcopal

St. Chad’s Episcopal

St. Paul Lutheran

Tabor Lutheran

Temple Baptist

Trinity Lutheran of
Rockford

Trinity Lutheran of Durand
Washington Park Christian
Westminster Presbyterian
Willowcreek Presbyterian
Zion Lutheran
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Love INC of
Greater Rockford

Love INC Board
Caroline Swanson, Forest Hills
Evangelical Free, President
Barb Lane, River Valley Community
Church, Treasurer
Mary Pulliam, Executive Director
Brenda Holt, New Zion Baptist
Immediate Past President
Richard Apple, Bethesda Covenant
Kay Larrick, Holy Family
Yvonne Parker, One in Christ
Chaplain Mike Sowell
Nancy White, Alpine Lutheran

Clearinghouse & Office Volunteers
Judith Beall Holy Family

Ken Bojan Northeast Christian
Trinity Lutheran

Jeanne Brophy
Judy Carlson Holy Family
St Paul Lutheran

Bethesda Covenant

Marie Eggert
Shirley Hacker

Michael Harling
Brenda Holt

Nancy Hursh

River Valley Comm.
New Zion Baptist

Riverside Community
Margie Kilgore
Ruth Moen
Charlotte Morley

First Evangelical Free
Alpine Lutheran

Riverside Community
Liz Powell Grace Lutheran

Brenda Reyes Redeemer Lutheran

Juanita Rice Northeast Christian
Janet Schuldt Riverside Community
Kay Smith Riverside Community
Dorothy Stephenson Redeemer Lutheran

Forest Hills EFC

Riverside Community

Caroline Swanson

Marilyn Van Buskirk
Linda Wellens Our Savior’s Lutheran
Cory Whiteman Heartland Community

Project Coordinators

Lynn Boreen
Pat & Vern Dailing

Rae Ann Johnson

Holy Family

Northeast Christian

Riverside Community

Yvonne Parker One in Christ
Clearinghouse Staff

Mary Pulliam Executive Director

Dorothy Reddic Clearinghouse

Coordinator

Lynn Boreen Office Staff

Beth Meyerdirk Administrative

Assistant
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IMAGE Statistics

In November, there were 29
visits to Alpine’s IMAGE
classes and 30 visits to Mt.
Olive’'s IMAGE (there were
no classes during
Thanksgiving week). 15
gas and 10 food vouchers
were given to IMAGE
attendees through Alpine,
and 19 gas and 13 food
vouchers were given
through Mt. Olive.

In December, there were 24
visits to the Alpine program
and 20 visits to the Mt.
Olive program (there were
no classes during
Christmas week). Alpine
gave 7 gas and 10 food
vouchers. Mt. Olive gave 6
gas and 7 food vouchers.

IMAGE Inspiring and Motivating Adults to Generate Esteem

On a cold night in January,
Kate (not her real

name) arrived at the IM-
AGE class at Mt. Olive Lu-
theran Church. The IM-
AGE coordinator and 2 vol-
unteers from Faith Center
were waiting to greet

her. Her face fell when she
realized she was the only
client because she as-
sumed the class would be
cancelled. However, the
leaders made it clear that
class would be held.

Kate has numerous compli-
cated issues in her life and
needed to talk them
through and receive Chris-
tian support. The little
group had deep sharing
and several good

laughs. Kate said several
times, "l can't believe you

stayed just for me." It was
a positive experience for all
in attendance.

IMAGE is a program to
help individuals who need
to make life changes.

Each week’s lesson in-
cludes a Bible based les-
son and individual goal set-
ting. Clients may start at-
tending class any week;
each lesson stands alone.
Incentive gifts are provided
each week for regular at-
tendees.

Attendees are referred to
IMAGE after a screening
performed by the Love INC
clearinghouse. The classes
are taught and hosted by
the host churches, Alpine
Lutheran and Mount Olive
Lutheran. The incentives

are provided by other
churches in the Love INC
network. Currently, Holy
Family Catholic Church,
First Free Evangelical,
Northeast Christian, Heart-
land and Temple Baptist,
as well as the Alpine Ki-
wanis, all supply the gas,
food and bus vouchers
given as incentives.

Together, we can accomplish more than we can alone...

Love in the Name of Christ is a proven T

72 area churches, representing 27

nation-wide strategy to mobilize the local
church to meet the needs of our community.
The Love INC network uses a clearinghouse
method to accomplish its mission. Five days
a week, Love INC operates a phone
ministry. Volunteers from all over the
Greater Rockford Area come to listen to the
needs of our neighbors.

With the help of Love INC partner churches,
volunteers in the office, on the board and
individual acts of services, the Body of
Christ demonstrated love for our neighbors
in need!

+ In 2008 with 72 Network Partner
churches we met 6,211 needs; in 2003
with 47 Network Partner churches, we
met 1993 needs; in 2004 we met 4,293
needs with the help of 52 Network
Partner churches.
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denominations, were Love INC Network
Partner churches. An additional 65
participated in a meaningful way in the
Love INC ministry.

t 102 office volunteers, pastors, board
members and staff representing 80
different area churches served in the
Love In the Name of Christ phone
ministry.

1 Over 190 different agencies,
ministries and businesses
participated in a meaningful way in
this ministry.

+ Our budget was wholly supported | Veeds mes-
by churches, individuals and VO{U”feer hours:- 6,277
businesses partnering to extend Ch’/?'fen Serveq- 6,629
the love of Christ in our Families Serveq- 6,547
community. hurches Ser/'n.g- 5,859
NefWOr/( '
Currently every dollar donated Pa’T/C/bat/hg 6752

generates $17.00 of donated time
and resources! Thank you!

Love INC
Ove 200
Statlstlcal Snap:hot




Baskets of
Hope
Statistics

Last year 375 families were
served by 24 churches and
11 individual donors. Each
family received a Christmas
and Thanksgiving food

basket. In addition, over 200

$20 vouchers were donated
from Alpine Lutheran,
Heartland Community,
Northeast Christian and
One in Christ for shut-ins
and emergency cases.

Plan to join us this year!

Baskets of Hope 2008
Families served:
185
Baskets delivered:
370
Number of children served:
109
Number of donors:
35
Number of Churches:
24

Current
volunteer
opportunities

Intake volunteer
Answer calls at the
Love INC office and
conduct interviews by
phone with clients.

Ambassador at large
Represent Love INC
at Ministry fairs.

Newsletter editor/
writer

Put together material
and write for the
quarterly newsletter.

Our Mission is to mobilize the Church to transform lives and communities In the Name of Christ.

Baskets of Hope 2008

This past Holiday season,
180 families were helped with
food for both Thanksgiving
and Christmas through Love
INC’s Baskets of Hope.

Here is one story, written by a
donor, of how two families
were helped during Christmas
2008. In this situation, the
families were also in need of
Christmas gifts, which the
donor group was able to pro-
vide:

“I just wanted to give you an
update on how everything
here went with our two big
families. It was the most
amazing experience. You
wouldn’t believe how the staff
here just stepped up to the
plate and gave money and
food. | collected all the
money for the toys and did
the shopping and wrapping
myself. For the food, | had
staff bring in food to me at

Love INC Volunteer opportunities..

The Love INC clearinghouse
hours have been expanded.
With our increased hours,
we are in need of more vol-
unteers.

As we have grown, so have
the variety of opportunities.

But where are you gifted to
serve? Where would your
unique talents, interests and
passions be best used for
the good of the Body of
Christ?

The topics and discussion
will center around the Love
INC vision, volunteer oppor-
tunities, board vacancies

work — | took it home and di-
vided it up.

“My daughter and her girl-
friends also got involved with
donating, wrapping and deliv-
ering. What a great experi-
ence for a group of 22-yr-old
girls that they hopefully will
never forget. They delivered
the gifts and food to one fam-
ily. My daughter said that the
mom actually cried when she
opened the door and saw
everything we brought them.
She was afraid that it was too
good to be true when | origi-
nally called her and said we
were going to do this for
them. She took pictures of
my daughter and her girl-
friends!

“My husband and | delivered
to the other family. We met

the mom, the grandma, and

all 7 children. The kids were
so cute. It's kind of a sad

and other opportunities for
ministry.

These training sessions will
be held at the new Love INC
offices. Currently two ses-
sions have been scheduled
for this spring. Please join us
for this special time. Addi-
tional specialized presenta-
tions are available upon re-
quest.

We have a new booklet pre-
senting ministry opportuni-
ties through Love INC. We
will sharing this booklet with
attendees to our Vision and
Volunteer Presentations.
Some of the new positions

tion because they are all liv-
ing in an extremely small
apartment. Mom and
grandma were very apprecia-
tive of everything we brought
them.

“Both families got lots of food,
toys for all the kids, and a
nice gift for the moms too.

“Thank you for giving me
this opportunity — it has
been awesome for every-
one. I'm sure I'll be in
touch again next year!"

are exciting ministry opportu-
nities and we look forward to
seeing how God works
through his people!

Join Saturday, March 21st or
Thursday evening, April 9th
for details and more volun-
teer opportunities. See the
calendar for details!

Page 5



P.0. Box 1633
Rockford, IL 61110-0133

Phone: 815-282-4384
e-mail:info@loveincrockford.com

Return Service Requested

The need is great.

Can we count on you?

Love in the Name of Christ is completely
supported by donations from individuals and
churches committed to serving their community in
the name of Christ.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Amount

Love INC

Love In the Name of Christ

PO Box 1633

Rockford, IL 61110-0133
LOVE In the Name of Christ is a 501(c)3 corporation
and your contributions are completely tax-deductible.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Rockford, IL
61104
Permit NO. 242

What is LOVE
In the Name of Christ?

e Love INC is a strategy to help churches help their
neighbors in need.

e Love INC is a network of churches that links
volunteers to people in need.

e Love INC is a cooperative effort between churches
and service agencies to provide effective help for the
disadvantaged.

o Love INC is a vehicle that helps churches, collectively
and individually, fulfill their biblical mandate to reach
out to the poor and needy.

“Little children, let us stop just saying we
love people; let us really love them, and
show it by our actions.”

I John 3:18
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